THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE IRAQI COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES 

DURING THE LAST SIX MONTHS , THE PUBLIC OPINION , INCLUDING US ( OIL EXPERTS AND MEN OF LAW AND ECONOMICS ) WERE OCCUPIED WITH THE   PROCEDURES AND EVENTS THAT ACCOMPANIED THE OIL AND GAS LAW ;  MANY SYMPOSIUMS WERE HELD , THE MOST PROMINENT OF WHICH MAY BE THE SYMPOSIUM THAT WAS HELD BY THE OIL EXPERTS IN AMMAN ON 17/2/2007 WHICH PRODUCED A NUMBER OF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WAS PRESENTED AT THE TIME TO YOUR  COUNCIL . 
AS EVERYBODY KNOWS , THE DRAFT OF THE LAW TOOK IT’S PATH TO THE STATE SHOURA COUNCIL , WHICH GRATEFULLY  , AND IN A PROFFESIONAL WAY , REDRAFTED IT LINGUISTICALLY  AS WELL AS SUGGESTING  SOME IMPORTANT NOTES TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF PERFORMANCE , IMPLEMENATION AND TO ENSURE THE INTERSET OF ALL THE IRAQI PEOPLE , BUT IT DID NOT TACKLE SOME OTHER IMPORTANT ASPECTS  .
THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS APPROVED ON 3/7/2007 THE DRAFT OF THE LAW AND REFERRED IT TO YOUR  COUNCUIL FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISSCUSSING AND ENACTING . ALTHOUGH THE FINAL DRAFT WAS NOT PUBLISHED , BUT IT WAS NOTED FROM THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION , AS WELL AS FROM THE PROUNCEMENTS OF OFFICIALS OF THE CENTRAL GONVERNMENT AND THE KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVRNMENT , THAT THERE ARE STILL DIFFERENCES CONCERNING THE FOUR ANNEXES , THAT WERE INCLUDED IN THE LAW , THAT CONTAINS THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE PRODUCING FIELDS AND THE DISCOVERED BUT NOT YET DEVELOPED FIELDS THAT ARE SITUATED NEAR THE PRODUCTION CENTRES , TO BE UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL OIL COMPANY THAT IS TO BE CREATED UNDER THE LAW ---- THESE DIFFERENCES  RESULTED IN THE RECOMMENDATION THAT THESE ANNEXES TO BE DEFERRED LATER TO THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF OIL AND GAS TO CONSIDER ; A MATTER WHICH , IN OUR OPINION , DOES NOT REMEDY THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE . 
IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HAS LATELY REFERRED TO YOU THE DRAFT OF THE LAW OF DISTRIBUTION OF THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES , THROUGH WHICH AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE CLAIMS OF THE KURDISTAN REGION CAN BE HANDLED ; HENCE , AT THE PRESENT TIME , CONCENTRRATION MAY BE GIVEN TO THE DISSCUSSING OF THIS FINANCIAL  LAW AND IN ISOLATION OF THE OIL AND GAS LAW . 

PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 

AFTER SEEING THE DRAFT OF THE OIL AND GAS LAW , THAT WAS REFFERRED TO YOU  , WE NOTICED THAT IT DOES NOT DIFFER IN IT’S ESSENCE FROM THE FIRST DRAFT EXCEPT THE NOTICEABLE IMPROVEMENT IN THE LINGUISTS COMPOSITION . THE PRESENT DRAFT HAS IGNORED THE COMMENTS PRESENTED BY THE STATE SHOURA COUNCIL AS WELL AS ALL OTHER COMMENTS  SUCH AS OUR COMMENTS THAT WE FORMULATED IN THE AMMAN SUYMPOSIUM , THE SYMPOSIUMS HELD BY THE OIL TRADE UNIONS AND THE NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISARTIONS , IN ADDITION TO MANY POLITICAL BLOCKS . 

EMANATINGT FROM OUR FEELINGS OF THE EXTREME IMPORTANCE OF THE OIL AND GAS LAW TO THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF OUR DEAR COUNTRY , WE AGAIN TURN TOWARDS YOU TO EXPEND YOUR UTMOST EFFORTS TOWARDS ENRICHING THE LAW WITH STUDYING AND CHECKING AND TO REMOVE AND REMEDY THE SOURCES OF FAULTS IN IT , SEEKING THE HELP OF EXPERT IRAQIS OF OPINIONS AND EXPERTISE . 
ACCORDING TO THE ABOVE ,  WE WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE TO YOUR COUNCIL THE FOLLOWING  OBSERVATIONS  :--

1 – WITH OUR CONVICTION FOR THE NEED OF A LAW TO ORGANISE THE UPSTREAM SECTOR AND IT’S DEVELOPMENT , AND DUE TO IT’S EXTREME IMPORTANCE , WE EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTING STEADILY  AND NOT RUSHING IT’S ISSUANCE BEFORE ENRICHING IT WITH MORE DISSCUSSIONS AND CARRY OUT AMENDMENTS THAT ENSURE THE INTEREST OF ALL THE IRAQI PEOPLE , AND NOT TO IGNORE THE SECTOR OF THE PROCESSING INDUSTRIES ( REFINING , DISTRIBUTION AND GAS PROCESSING ) , WITH THE PRIORITY GIVEN FOR THE ENACTING OF THE IRAQ NATIONAL OIL COMPANY LAW . 
2 – THERE ARE ONGOING DISSCUSSIONS AIMING TO AMEND THE IRAQI  CONSTIUTUTION , INCLUDING THE ITEMS RELATED TO OIL AND GAS ; HENCE WE DO NOT SEE , FROM THE LEGAL AND TECHNICAL POINT OF VIEW , THE NECCESSITY TO ENACT THE LAW PRESENTED TO YOU NOW BEFORE THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ARE FINALIZED  . 
3 – LICENSING CONTRACTS OF EXPLORATION , DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION , FORM THE BACKBONE OF THIS LAW , HENCE IT IS VITAL TO EMPHASISE THE ROLE OF THE COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE APPROVAL OF SUCH CONTRACTS ; SIMILAR TO WHAT IS ADOPTED IN THE REST OF THE WORLD . IT IS REGRETTABLE TO NOTICE THAT THE AUTHORITY OF THE COUNCIL IS RESTRICTED TO THE ENACTING OF THE LAW AND THE APPROVAL OF INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ONLY  . 

4 – AS FOR THE FOUR ANNEXES ATTACHED TO THE LAW , THEY ARE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE AS WELL , SO WE EMPHASISE ON THE  COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE NECESSITY TO DISCUSS THEM AS PART AND PARCEL OF THE PROPOSED LAW . WE EMPHASIZE ALSO UPON THE ROLE OF THE IRAQI NATIONAL OIL COMPANY FOR THE NECESSITY FOR IT TO  UNDERTAKE THE RESPONSIBILYTY OF MANAGING ALL THE PRODUCING AND DISCOVERED FIELDS IN A FORM THAT WILL SAFEGUARD THE RIGHTS OF THE IRAQI PEOPLE COMPLETELY AND NOT TO FORESAKE ANY OF THE OIL RESERVES IN ANY CONTRACTUAL FORMAT TO FOREIGN ENTITIES . 
5 – WE ASSERT THE IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY TO ADOPT A COMPREHENSIVE CENTRAL PLAN FOR THE WHOLE OF IRAQ TO DETERMINE THE PRIORITIES OF EXPLORATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS ACCORDING TO ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL BASIS PREVALENT IN THE OIL INDUSTRY ; RECOGNISING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PARTICIPATION OF THE REGIONS AND THE GOVERNORATES IN THE OPERATIONS OF PLANNING , IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT WITHIN A COMPREHENSIVE VISION THAT ENSURES THE MAXIMUM BENEFITES FOR THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF IRAQ . 
6 – THE PASSING OF THIS LAW WITHOUT PAYING ATTENTION TO THE EXPECTED IMPACTS OF COMPETTITIONS BETWEEN THE REGIONS AND THE GOVERNORATES , AND WHAT THAT WILL ENTAIL OF CONFLICTS , WILL DEFINETELY LEAD TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE SITUATION OF DIVISIONS , ANARCHY AND CHOAS ; THE BEST EXAMPLE OF THIS , THE LATEST UNILATERAL DECLARATION BY THE KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT OFFERING ( 40 ) EXPLORATION BLOCKS FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT , WITHOUT EVEN WAITING FOR THE ENACTING OF THE FEDERAL LAW AND WITHOUT THE EXISTENCE OF A COMPREHENSIVE AND APPROVED CENTRAL PLAN FOR THE WHOLE OF IRAQ ,  INCLUDING THE KURDISTAN REGION . 
LASTLY , WE CALL UPON  THE  PRESIDENT AND THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TO TAKE A MEMORABLE HISTORICAL STAND THAT WILL BE REMEMBERED AND REGISTERED FOR THEM IN PROTRECTING THE INTERESTS OF THE WHOLE IRAQI PEOPLE AND IN DEFENDING THE RIGHTS OF IT’S SONS IN THEIR PRESENT AND FUTURE TIMES .
